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EU Restriction of Textiles Containing Nonylphenol Ethoxylates

A draft commission regulation amending Annex XVII to Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 - REACH as regards
Nonylphenol Ethoxylates (NPE) was proposed by the European Commission. The NPE restriction would be
adopted in the last quarter of 2015 and effective after a transition period of 60-month.

According to the proposed regulation, textile articles or part of textile articles that contained NPE in
concentrations equal to or greater than 0.01% by weight shall not be placed on the market if they are
reasonably expected to be washed in water during normal life cycle.

Textile article means any unfinished, semi-finished or finished product that consists of at least 80% textile
fibres by weight or any other product that contains a part which is composed of at least 80% textile fibres by
weight. Examples of textile articles subject to the regulation include, but are not limited to:

« Accessories « Interior textiles
« Clothing for people, toys and animals « Fibres, Yarn
- Fabrics « Knitted panel

However, second hand textile articles and new textile articles made only from recycled textiles should be
exempted from the restriction.

What is NPE? NPE is in oily liquids or waxy solids condition, which is added for fibre conditioning purposes
in textile articles. It is moderately soluble and resistant to natural degradation in water. During reasonably
foreseeable conditions of washing in water, NPE may be released into the aquatic environment and cause
reproductive effects in aquatic organisms. NPE are also added to plastics and rubbers, paints and coatings,
pharmaceuticals and cosmetics.

Importers and manufacturers of textile articles for the EU have the obligation to ensure compliance to the
NPE and other EU requirements before placing them on the market. As a third party testing laboratory, STC is
ready to serve your needs on product quality and safety.
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