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Japan Azo Dyes Proposed in
Act on Control of Household Products containing Harmful Substances

Issue No.: 04/15/DGTCD

On 17 December 2014, Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare (MHLW) of Japan designated azo compounds that
contain or release any of the following 24 aromatic amines as harmful substances.

Restricted Aromatic Amines:

1 4-aminoazobenzene 13 3,3’-dichlorobenzidine

2 2-amino-4-nitrotoluene 14 3,3’-dimethyl-4,4’-diaminodiphenylmethane
3 4-aminobiphenyl 15 3,3’-dimethylbenzidine

4 4,4’-oxydianiline 16 3,3’-dimethoxybenzidine

5 o-anisidine 17 4,4’-thiodianiline

6 0-aminoazotoluene 18 2,4,5-Trimethylaniline

7 o-toluidine 19 2,4-toluylendiamine

8 2,4- xylidine 20 2-naphtylamine

9 2,6-xylidine 21 p-cresidine

10 4-chloro-o-toluidine 22 p-chloroaniline

11 2,4-diaminoanisole 23 benzidine

12 4,4’-diaminodiphenylmethane 24 4,4’-methylene-bis-(2-chloro-aniline)

Each of the above aromatic amines should be less than 30ug/g.

Household products containing the designated harmful substances shall not be marketed in Japan according to the
Act on Control of Household Products containing Harmful Substances. The household products that are subject to
the regulations are:

- Textile products containing azo dyes:
diapers, diaper covers, underwear, sleepwears, gloves, socks, intermediate garments, outer garments, caps,
hats, beddings, floor coverings, tablecloths, collar ornaments, handkerchiefs, and towels, bath mats and
related products

- Leather and/or fur products with azo dyes:
underwear, gloves, intermediate garments, outer garments, caps, hats and floor coverings

The proposed date of adoption is March 2015, and the proposed date of entry into force is 1 April 2016.

Further information and enquiry are welcomed. Please contact our Toys and Children’s Products Division.
Tel: +86 769 8111 9888 Ext. 8360 Fax: +86 769 8301 6251
Email: keson_liu@hkstc.com.cn Website: www.dgstc.org

*The information contained in this newsletter is obtained from sources believed to be accurate to the best knowledge of the STC (Dongguan) Company
Limited. It is distributed without warranty, representation, inducement or license of any kind and the STC (Dongguan) Company Limited does not
assume any legal responsibility for use or reliance upon same.
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